Magnetic resonance imaging of a mediastinal ependymoma.
Ependymomas typically occur in the brain and spinal cord, and represent 5% and 16% of primary intracranial and spinal cord tumors respectively. Ependymomas arising outside the central nervous systems are uncommon and when they do occur are usually seen in the sacrococcygeal region. Other reported sites include the pelvis, spinal nerve roots, and lung. An extraspinal mediastinal ependymoma is a rare occurrence, with only two previously reported cases to our knowledge. In both instances, the lesion arose in the posterior mediastinum, and were imaged with either chest radiographs alone or chest radiographs and computed tomography. In our case, plain radiography was followed by magnetic resonance imaging. This report documents the clinical, pathological, and magnetic resonance imaging findings in a case of a posterior mediastinal ependymoma. Primary mediastinal ependymomas are rare lesions that may be considered in the differential diagnosis of a posterior mediastinal mass.